
Regular Meeting Minutes 
City of Leland Grove 
Tuesday, October 24, 

2023
Meeting Call to Order: Mayor Bangert called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.

Roll Call was taken by Clerk Gray with those present (P), excused (E) or absent (A) as
indicated:

● Mary Jo Bangert, Mayor (P)
● Brian Miller, Treasurer (P)
● Aimee Gray, City Clerk (P)
● Steve Klokkenga, Alderperson Ward 1 (P)
● Diana Hetherington, Alderperson Ward 1 (P)
● John Slayton, Alderperson Ward 2 (P)
● Greg Gaz, Alderperson Ward 2 (P)
● Lance Cull, Alderperson Ward 3 (P)
● Todd Lafrenz, Alderperson Ward 3 (P) A quorum was present.

Also present:
● Dan Ryan, Chief of Police
● Tyler Lainer, City Administrator
● Rob Cross, City Attorney

Minutes Approval: Alderperson Cull moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga to
approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on September 26, 2023. Motion carried
unanimously.

Alderperson Slayton moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga to approve the
Minutes of the Executive Session on September 26, 2023. Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: City Treasurer Miller reported he reviewed the monthly financial
statements and expenses.

● Alderperson Hetherington moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull, to approve
P-10-660, Unpaid Warrants General Fund in the amount of $26,419.97. The
motion carried unanimously.

● Alderperson Hetherington moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to
approve P-10-661, Unpaid Warrants MFT, in the amount of $246.65. The motion
carried unanimously.
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● Alderperson Hetherington moved, seconded by Alderperson Slayton, to approve
P-10-662, Paid Warrants General fund in the amount of $55,799.04. The motion
carried unanimously.

The current financial statement shows $1,775,092.76 as a total fund balance.

City Administrator’s Report: Administrator Lainer reported the paperwork to be certified
by FEMA as an impacted City as a result of the June 30, 2023 storm is certified.

Administrator Lainer is seeking bids for repair of the sinkhole at the corner of Cherry
and Outer Park.

The bids for tree removal from the storm will close on November 1, 2023.

Legal Updates and Actions: Attorney Cross gave reports on two cases.

Mayor’s Comments: Mayor Bangert thanked Alderperson Hetherington for the Arbor
Day celebration she organized. Special thank you to the First Congregational Church,
the Springfield Civic Garden Club, the City of Leland Grove Tree Board and Greenview
Nursery.

The Mayor’s cell phone number has fallen prey to a scam. Be cautious.

Department Reports:
● Public Ways and Property: No report.
● Human Resources: To be addressed during New Business
● Health and Sanitation: Alderperson Hetherington reported on the success of the

Arbor Day event.
● Building Permits and Zoning: Alderperson Klokkenga reported five new building

permits issued since the last Council meeting.
● Police Department: Chief Ryan reported the answers to questions presented by

Council members at the last meeting. The City is participating in the Hire Back
program. The Department will participate in the Trunk or Treat event at Illini
Country Club.

● Finance and Revenue: Alderperson Slayton reported a $50,000 certificate of
deposit was purchased at the Bank of Springfield at a rate of 5.3% for one year.

● Communication: Alderperson Gaz shared information about a City-wide
communication system residents may have the opportunity to opt in to.

Old Business:
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a. Discussion of proposed ordinance about Free Range Poultry in the City of
Leland Grove extended to the November meeting.

b. Discussion of proposed ordinance for Temporary Storage Containers
and Dumpsters extended to the November meeting.

c. Alderperson Hetherington reported a resident would like to purchase
benches for the City. She will research parameters used by other
municipalities.

d. Alderperson Gaz moved, seconded by Alderperson Slayton to table the
discussion for increase in salary and insurance benefits for the police
department. The motion carried unanimously.

New Business:
Alderperson Hetherington moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, pay the
IMLRMA in full for the workers compensation liability insurance renewal. The motion
carried unanimously.

Adjournment: Alderperson Klokkenga moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull, to
adjourn the meeting. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at
7:57 p.m.

The next Regular Meeting of the Leland Grove City Council will be held at the
Instructional Resource Center at 2000 Chatham Road on Tuesday, November 28, 2023
at 6:00 p.m. unless otherwise communicated.

Posted: ______________ Date: _______________ Time: ________________
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