
  M I N U TE S 

City Council of Leland Grove Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 27, 2016    6:00PM 

Instructional Resource Center     2000 Chatham Road     Leland Grove, IL 62704 

 

The Honorable Mayor Egizii called the meeting to order at 6:00pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

taken. 

 

The Roll Call was taken by Clerk Klokkenga.  A Quorum was present.  The following members 

were present (P) or Absent (A) as indicated: 

 

Jill Egizii, Mayor (P) 

Brian Miller, Treasurer (P) 

Steve Klokkenga, Clerk (P) 

Saul Morse, Legal Counsel (P) 

Diana Hetherington, Alderman Ward 1 (P) 

Jan Creasey, Alderman Ward 1 (A) 

Nick Williams, Alderman Ward 2 (P) 

Jim Moll, Alderman, Ward 2 (P) 

Donald LoBue, Alderman, Ward 3 (P) 

Mary Jo Bangert, Alderman, Ward 3 (P) 

 

Also present were: 

Leland Grove Police Chief, Dan Ryan 

City Administrator, Tyler Lanier 

City Engineer, Miki Mann 

 

Approval of the August 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes.   

A motion to approve the August 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes as Amended was made by Alderman 

Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Moll.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Joe and Mary Hosmaneck 2013 South Lincoln St.   

Down on Lincoln near and at their residence is a flooding issue which occurs when it rains.  Mr. and Mrs. 

Hosmaneck are requesting a nice blacktop road with curbs be installed and wants Leland Grove and the 

City of Springfield to work together on the Project.  They spoke with the Alderman in Springfield that 

would be affected, Alderman McMenamin, and he stated he is not responsible for that area.  Alderman 

Moll will take a look at the site with Mr. and Mrs Hosmaneck and report back at the next meeting. .   

 

Dan and Christine Zachwieja, 1301 Cherry, corner of Cherry and Lincoln.  The Zachwieja's spoke to the 

Council and indicated that Flooding on Lincoln actually reaches their yard and in winter when it freezes it 

can be hazardous.  They are concerned someone will pull out too far to stop because of the excessive 

water and actually get hit.  

Also, After you reach Cherry and the speed bump, there is nothing to slow traffic until MacArthur so 

people speed up.  The Zachwieja's offered the police department the use of their driveway to park and 

catch speeders or even put up a speed trailer.  They are asking if the City can put in another speed bump 

to help?  Half the road (straight down the middle) is Springfield and half is Leland Grove.  They would 

appreciate the City's help.   

 

 



 

TREASURER'S REPORT - Treasurer Miller 

Financial Statement - Treasurer Miller provided the Council with his monthly Report and offered 

discussion and comments from the members present.  

 

Approval of Bills, Unpaid and Paid Warrants - Treasurer Miller requested the Council approve payment 

of Paid Warrants in the amount of $45,813.50.  Upon review, Alderman Hetherington made a motion to 

approve and it was seconded by Alderman Williams.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Treasurer Miller then requested payment of Unpaid Warrants PO9408 in the amount of $12,610. 42.  

Alderman Hetherington made a motion to approve and it was seconded by Alderman Williams.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Treasurer Miller further indicated that there were no MFT warrants to be paid for September so no vote 

was needed. 

 

 

 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

 Update from Administrator Lanier 

 Administrator Lanier will start using Drop Box instead of e-mail for the packets each month. 

 

The rail on Cherry Road between Willemore and Illini (on the South side of the road) is about to 

fall over and will need to be rebuilt.  It can be rebuilt for $1,000 - $1,500 in materials.  

Administrator Lanier is working on a construction plan to make it be more cost effective and look 

nice.    

Alderman Moll stated he would like to check with the City Engineer to see if there is any warrant 

for a guard rail.  If not warranted, he suggested not installing anything there.  Micky Mann, City 

Engineer, indicated he will check on the rail and report back to the Council. 

 

Leland Link will go out next week if anyone has anything to add. 

 

 

LEGAL UPDATE AND ACTIONS 

 Legal Memo Update - Attorney Morse 

The City received a FOIA from the Illinois Policy Institute.  The requested material was 

approximately 240 pages. The requested material was sent off and we do not know the outcome 

at this time.  

 

 Ordinance on Cannabis 

A Draft ordinance was included in the Council's packet which puts the City of Leland Grove in 

compliance with State Law and the current City of Springfield Ordinance.  The Council may vote 

on this next month if it wishes. 

 

Digiticket -  

This proposed program by the Sangamon County Circuit Clerk is going through additional 

review.  The Council may address this issue at a future date. 

 

 

 



Hearing officers -  

The City now has back two of the three Hearing Officer agreements.  Leland Grove now 

officially has hearing officers. The Village of Jerome does want to participate but they have not 

yet adopted ordinances.  They offered to allow Leland Grove to use their municipal building for 

hearings if we so wish.  The Council now needs to set dates for hearings so city employees are 

able to issue a citation and then set a date for a hearing.  If fines are paid, no hearings are 

necessary.  If nothing is pending for hearing officers, they will not have a hearing.  Employee or 

officer who issued ticket and legal counsel will all need to be present.  Any fines collected should 

cover main costs of doing the hearings.  The Council needs specific authorization to issue tickets.  

Chief Ryan requested of the Council an all inclusive list of items it would actually fine someone 

for, besides just zoning or cannabis.  Seat belt violations, texting violations could be options but 

does the council want this or leave it up to the State?  Something to be considered.   

 

Any fines would come to Leland Grove and not be shared with other entities.  The money would 

go into general revenue.   

Chief Ryan would estimate he would write 3-5 at minimum a month for cannabis but it could be 

more. 

Alderman LoBue asked Chief Ryan if he has a specific list where citations could be issued, it 

would help with a final decision.  Chief Ryan will prepare a listing of potential citations for 

Council. 

 

Alderman Bangert expressed her concern for texting and driving in Leland Grove. 

 

Alderman LoBue stated that on building and zoning matters, the position of the City of 

Springfield is that they want it corrected, as opposed to issuing a fine.  This should be our 

position as well. If no correction within a reasonable amount of time, then fines should be 

pursued. Perhaps when the violators appear at a  hearing, they be designated so much time to fix 

the problem and set another date to follow up prior to issuing fines. 

Attorney Morse indicated that this ordinance allows for a similar procedure. The thing to consider 

is that the City of Springfield has a staff to do the follow up work and hearings etc...they have 

more resources than Leland Grove to make such a procedure work.   

Attorney Morse talked about setting one date per month for hearings, rotate out hearing officers, 

etc... The City would set that list of dates.   

 

Plat Officer - 

Attorney Morse brought attention to an ordinance and intergovernmental agreement regarding a 

Plat Officer.  Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission wanted an agreement with the 

City to allow them to serve as Plat Officer for Leland Grove.  Attorney Morse has drafted an 

ordinance allowing for this.  This would need to be on the Agenda for three months.   

Alderman LoBue asked when this would come into effect?  Attorney Morse indicated every 

parcel is already platted and would only come into effect if we drew new lines or if properties 

were demolished and then redrawn for some reason.  This would come into play not very often.   

Alderman LoBue asked Attorney Morse to put in his reports where the variances were granted.  

Attorney Morse indicated he would do so. 

Alderman Moll inquired as to whether we need an Inter-Governmental Agreement with the 

County to do inspections.  Attorney Morse indicated yes.  Attorney Morse will prepare an 

agreement for the next meeting. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

Kent and Aimee Gray Issue -  

Last November (2015) The Council voted to assess a daily fine of $50 until the Gray's fence issue 

was resolved.  Mr. Gray moved his fence on his in-laws property and consequently a lawsuit was 

pursued between them. The Gray's consequently divorced and the fence/fine issue still remains. 

Treasurer Miller inquired further about the fence being moved and how it may affect how we 

issue any fines.  Attorney Morse indicated that the fine is a result of their violating the ordinance 

for building a fence and not having a permit.  They were contacted about the permit, knew it was 

necessary and did not do what was necessary to legally build the fence. 

The City needs to determine who now owns that property and then does the City Council wish to 

collect?   

Alderman LoBue indicated that when the property is sold, a lien will be placed on the property 

and we should be notifed at that time of who owns the property. 

 

Alderman Williams suggested sending them a letter asking for further clarification.   

Attorney Morse will re-send a letter to both Kent and Aimee Gray further explaining the status of 

the situation. 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

 Finance and Revenue - Alderman Hetherington  

 Commercial Vehicle Ordinance - a resident in Ward 1 provided some possible changes that  

 Alderman Hetherington wants the Council to consider.  These will be put on the Agenda for 

October.  

 

 Health, Sanitation and Environment - Alderman Creasey 

 

 Police and Public Safety - Alderman Williams 

 Police Report from Chief Ryan - 

 One of the recent purchases was for bullett-proof helmets for officers at $350 each. 

 Driver reward programs - Baskin Robbins donated 100 certificates for distribution in the 

Program and the public seems to like it. 

October 5th will be another Safety Blitz focusing on texting and seatbelts. 

  

Human Resources - Alderman LoBue - Nothing to report at this time. 

  

Public Ways and Property - Alderman Moll - Nothing to report at this time. 

 

Building Permits and Zoning - Alderman Bangert   

Alderman Bangert inquired about paying various committee members for their time.  Attorney 

Morse indicated that he would look into this matter.  Alderman Bangert had nothing new to report 

at this time that was not previously discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Stop Sign Grant - Alderman Hetherington/Kuhn & Trello 

Contractor has started work and should be in Leland Grove in the next couple of weeks.  The 

current posts going in will not be painted.  The old signs and posts belong to the City of Leland 



Grove.  The old stop signs should be scrapped for cash.  Alderman Hetherington requested that 

we do everything we can to keep the posts for the new stop signs the same size as the current ones 

in Leland Grove. 

 

 Chatham Road Overlay - Alderman Hetherington 

The City of Springfield has not made it clear that they will or will not take back Chatham Road.  

Leland's portion for overlay would be over $800,000.  Alderman Moll will check with the City of 

Springfield to see if concrete or asphalt would be used and any other details. We are dealing with 

about a mile of road to be overlaid.   

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 Azavar Contract Proposal to Recover Lost Funds - Alderman Hetherington  

Azavar uses technologies (data mining) to find additional revenues.  They sent Alderman 

Hetherington a direct contract to preview.  Alderman Hetherington recommends the Council 

consider using them to locate additional funds.   

Attorney Morse said that in 2003 or so, another company approached Leland Grove regarding 

federal gas taxes being rebated in exchange for a certain percent.  The city contracted with that 

company for a year or two and it work where the city did get a little money as a result.  Maybe 

Azavar could help or maybe not, something for the Council to consider.  This could also open up 

additional problems.   

Alderman Williams inquired as to the length of the program?  Alderman Hetherington said it 

would be for three years.  The company can also look at our outflows and see if they can figure 

out how to save money. 

Tabled to next meeting.   

 

 Rubbish Issues - Aldermen Hetherington  

City Administrator Lanier took pictures of some areas where Rubbish is an issue.  This issue has 

been ongoing.  A city resident on Noble Street whose house backs up to another house on Park  

Avenue  is dealing with an immense amount of Rubbish. .   

This brought up the issue of needing a Rubbish ordinance that is not on file at Sterling Codifiers.  

Tyler found the original hard copy and it still is in effect from decades ago. 

At this point, the Council has 3 options:  

     1. Reaffirm this ordinance as valid and get it off to Sterling. 

      2.  Redraft it and put in our current form.  Council votes and sends off to Sterling.  

      3.  Just send the original to Sterling. 

Clerk Klokkenga will send the original ordinance to Sterling to be codified. 

Council will send a letter (Attorney Morse) to the person who lives on Noble and they will have 30 days 

to respond. 

 

Pad - City Administrator 

Tyler submitted to the Clerk and Alderman Bangert his application for a parking pad permit - for the 

record.   

 

(**) December 12 is the Christmas Party.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Alderman Williams and seconded by Alderman Hetherington to Adjourn the 

meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

  



 


