
M I N U T E S  

City Council of Leland Grove Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 28, 2016     6:00 PM 

Instructional Resource Center      2000 Chatham Road     Leland Grove, IL 62704 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AND THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Mayor Egizii 

 

THE ROLL CALL - Clerk Klokkenga 

 

The Roll Call was taken by Clerk Klokkenga.  A quorum was present.  The following 

members were present (P) or absent (A) as indicated: 

 

Jill Egizii, Mayor (P) 

Brian Miller, Treasurer (P) 

Steve Klokkenga, Clerk (P) 

Saul Morse, Legal Counsel (P) 

Diana Hetherington, Alderman Ward 1(P) 

Jan Creasey, Alderman Ward 1 (P) 

Nick Williams, Alderman Ward 2 (P) 

Jim Moll, Alderman Ward 2 (P) 

Donald LoBue, Alderman Ward 3 (P) 

Mary Jo Bangert, Alderman Ward 3 (P) 

 

Also present were: 

Leland Grove Police Chief Dan Ryan 

City Administrator Tyler Lanier 

City Engineer Miki Mann 

Mary Jo Bangert, To be sworn in as new Alderman, Ward 3 

Several members of the Public At Large 

 

Mayor Egizii presented Paul LaMantia (Alderman,Ward 3) with a plaque to commemorate his 

many years of service to the City of Leland Grove.  Alderman LaMantia humbly accepted and 

many kind comments were spoken concerning his time on the Council. 



 

Mayor Egizii swore in Mary Jo Bangert as the new Alderman in Ward 3.  

 

 

APPROVAL - of May 24, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes.  Alderman Hetherington made a 

motion to pass the minutes as written.  Alderman Creasey seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS -  Resident Brad Milliman, 2007 Wiggins in Leland Grove, spoke 

regarding the plans for the upcoming intersection work at Laurel and Illini.  Mr. Milliman 

indicated that Illini Country Club has not conceded to agree to close their entrance, making way 

for the new construction.  He further stated that many residents were taken by surprise and three 

City aldermen did not know details of the proposed work.  Due to the fact that the community 

appears to be unaware of this construction plan, he respectfully requested that the Council 

reconsider this project until everyone is better informed.   

 

Leland Grove resident, MaryJo Potter at 1636 West Laurel, spoke next and agreed with Brad 

Milliman.  In general, stopping at this intersection seems to be a continuous problem and drivers 

seem to roll through the stop sign.  Mr. Potter respectfully requested the Council resolve this 

problem.  

 

Resident Ted Schlitt,  2155 Lindsey and a Former Mayor of Leland Grove spoke next.  Mr. 

Schlitt's opinion is that the recent decisions of this council are the worst he has ever seen.  He is a 

longtime resident of the city as both child and adult, and he is not in favor of this project.  He 

further stated that the intersection at Laurel and Outer Park is also problematic and in addition, 

placing a roundabout in fox meadows is another bad idea.  Alderman LoBue asked Mr. Schlitt 

what exactly he does not like about the proposed construction project.  Mr. Schlitt indicated that 

he just saw it for the first time the other day and it looks like a poor design.  Personally, he thinks 

it is best to keep it as it is currently.  Mr. Schlitt further indicated that there is a problem and 

police are aware and that Mr. Morse (resident whose home is at the intersection) may have a 

harder time getting out of his residence with the proposed construction changes.  People who 

bought their homes in this area knew it was set up that way. Brad Milliman showed alderman 

LoBue the proposed design and then discussed other options.   

 

Resident Kathryn Stelling, 20 Pine Tree Drive, thinks it is a good idea to make the changes.  She 

has almost been run over various times as she is walking in the area.   

 

Resident Josh Watson, 1840 South Noble, informed the Council that the Public Notice on the 

City website is different from another design he had recently seen.  He further stated that both 

sets of designs do not look like they are fixing anything at the intersection. Overall, it is a  

confusing intersection and it makes more sense to consider a different plan.  Mr. Watson noted 

he realizes there may be funding concerns as well but if constriction is not completed correctly, it  

will be a waste of the City's money.  He further noted, in general, most people know how to 

handle a four-way sign which presents less confusion and more safety.   

 

Resident Al Loken, indicated he simply agreed with what the other residents said. 



 

Resident Jen Dejong 1955 South Illini Road spoke next and informed the Council that she has   

Small children who walk and play in the nearby area.  Ms. Dejong stated her appreciation of 

Illini Country Club and its importance to the Community.  She wants the Council to consider 

sidewalks and overall safety for the area.  She would like the council to get bids to see what any 

cost would be to have sidewalks constructed, in-between Laurel and Illini.  Would there be the 

Potential for any Grants to help cover costs for building sidewalks?   Whatever happens with the 

intersection, Ms. Dejong would like sidewalks included as part of the project. 

 

Alderman Moll addressed those assembled and gave a brief history of the project.  At one time, 

the Council considered just making a regular intersection but rejected the idea because backups 

on Laurel would create problems for residents who live nearby.  At one point, the Council looked 

at roundabouts and other solutions.  Alderman Moll further explained how the Sangamon County 

Regional Planning Commission came to Leland Grove to work on an overall Comprehensive 

Plan for the City. They developed an alternative for this intersection with the focus on Leland 

Grove as a residential area.  The Commission gave their design to RAPPS Engineers which 

developed into the current design.  Based on what has come before, the proposed design appears 

to be the best, most affordable design for the intersection.   Alderman Moll showed a stripped 

down basic design to the public.  This proposed plan works whether Illini Country Club closes 

its entrance or not.  Alderman Moll asked the public for any better ideas. 

 

Discussion then turned to how many accidents have happened at the current intersection.  

Alderman Moll and Police Chief Ryan emphasized that almost no accidents have taken place.  

The City Engineer, with Kuhn and Trello also indicated that from an engineering perspective, the 

intersection as it currently exists can be very confusing.  For pedestrians he understand how it 

would seem like a "nightmare". 

 

Resident Ken Musac, 2020 Willemore, inquired as to whether the Committee looked into green 

space and other concerns or just engineering issues.   

 

Alderman Moll indicated the cost for the first stage of the proposed project, the City can afford.   

Stage 2, sidewalks, the City will need to find additional monies. 

 

Regarding discussion of the intersection at Laurel and Outer Park.  Additional pavement over the 

years caused drivers to roll through the intersection and crosswalk that was present.  In addition, 

it was constructed too long.  The City removed pavement over time and created additional green 

space.   

 

Mayor Egizii introduced a timeline she constructed with regards to communicating with Illini 

Country Club about the proposed intersection project.  The Council understood that Joe, the 

Manager at Illini Country Club, took the packet to the Board and they were made aware. Mayor 

Egizii further indicated that Illini was aware as all minutes and agendas are posted publicly. 

 

Resident Matt Roland, 1776 Wiggins, indicated that Joe did not speak to the Board at Illini 

Country Club today and had not kept them informed.   Illini Country Club just today voted not to 

close the driveway.   



 

Alderman Moll asked the members of the public gathered at the meeting to let Miki Mann with 

Kuhn and Trello have an opportunity to work with the project.  Mr. Mann indicated that they are 

in the process of looking at this project but doing a roundabout would not work logistically with 

less space.   

 

Resident Brad Milliman says he appreciates the work of the Council but that the turnout at the 

meeting should be an indicator that the construction project at the Laurel and Illini needs more 

consideration. 

Resident Brady Bird asked for a motion to delay the project of the council.  Obviously, it needs 

more communication and there is an apparent need to improve the process. 

 

Alderman Creasey recommended that the Council postpone discussion of this issue until the July 

meeting allowing more time for communication and consideration.  Further, no construction 

would start until after the July meeting. Further clarifying, no construction would begin on July 

18th.   

 

By consensus, the Council agreed to move this discussion to the July meeting. 

 

The council moved on to Resident Eric Walbright, 2013 Huntleigh, speaking on behalf of his 

neighbor Eric Buddy who has an  issue before the Council regarding parking  of a commercial 

truck in his driveway in violation of a City Ordinance.  Mr. Walbright stated he believes the 

ordinance seems somewhat prejudicial and discriminatory to people who work on weekends.  

His truck does not bother him at all and thinks he should be able to park it there since he makes a 

living with it.   

Resident Eric Buddy, 2000 Cherry Road, had made an appeal to the council asking for a variance 

to the ordinance.  He maintains his same opinion that he should not have to move his vehicle 

since it is in his driveway and he needs it for his job, which requires short notice for dealing with 

fire emergencies.  Mr. Buddy wants to know if there is anything he can do to work with the 

Council on keeping his truck in his driveway.   

 

Mr. Buddy knows of various contractors who bring their trucks home and leave them out during 

the week.  Allowing people to place their commercial truck out in their driveway during the 

week but not on weekends does not seem right to him.  As requested by the Council at the last 

Regular Meeting, Mr. Buddy has talked to his employer and they were not able to find another 

location nearby to store the truck.   

 

Alderman Moll is more than willing to talk about the Ordinance however, as long as it is in 

place, we should enforce it.   

Attorney Morse indicated that if a complaint comes in, the police can act based on the Ordinance 

as it is now and issue a fine.  Attorney Morse further noted that the Council created the ordinance 

as a response to citizen concerns.   

Alderman LoBue is very conflicted about this situation and does not think what the City is doing 

in Eric's situation is right.  Alderman Creasey mentioned giving Mr. Buddy a pass since the 

Council appears somewhat conflicted about the Ordinance. 

 



PROPOSE AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE.  a Motion was made by Alderman LoBue and 

seconded by Alderman Hetherington to Amend Ordinance 407 to admit variances for 

commercial vehicles at the Council's discretion.  The motion passed 5 YES, 0 NO with 1 

ABSTENTION.   

 

TREASURER'S REPORT - Treasurer Miller presented his report on the City finances 

providing a hand out to all Council members showing the official Financial Statement.   

The report was open for discussion.  There being no discussion the Council moved on to paying 

the bills.   

A motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Williams to pay the 

warrants from GF PO6401 in the amount of $53,968.69.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Moll to pass unpaid 

warrants from the General Fund P-06-399 in the amount of $24,127.62.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Creasey to pay 

unpaid warrants from fund MFTP406 in the amount of $104.38.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Treasurer Miller also reminded everyone of the Banana Split Party at his residence on July 

4th.  All are welcome to this annual community ice cream social. 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

Update from City Administrator Lanier - Nothing to report at this time. 

 

LEGAL UPDATE AND MEMO 

Attorney Morse updated the City on pertinent legal issues before them.   

Regarding the Administrative Hearing Ordinance, it is before them for a second reading and 

vote.  It must be read and voted on three times before becoming officially adopted. 

 

Attorney Morse further stated that Mayor Egizii and the Village of Jerome are working on  

selecting hearing officers.  Attorney Morse will send out acceptance letters to the hearing 

officers that will be hired and non acceptance letters to those who are not. Overall, he indicated 

that the amount of time put into the Hearings should be relatively limited. 

 

Alderman LoBue stated that we should delete 1.12 c and d of the ordinance.  An Owner should 

be held responsible for their tenants and we should delete these two sentences.  Attorney Morse 

pointed out this language as written is consistent with the City of Springfield language.   

By consensus, the Council authorized Attorney Morse to make changes based on Alderman 

LoBue's concerns.    

In addition, the Council authorized Attorney Morse to continue to review the Digi-ticket program 

with the Sangamon County Circuit Clerk's Office. 

 

Attorney Morse, further indicated that he spoke with Dwayne Gab with the Civil Division at the 

County about certain aspects of the proposal.  Concerns include $2/ticket fee would be used for 



paying Leland Grove expenses involved with this program.  If the City does not generate enough 

tickets to cover monthly costs, what would happen?  Would Circuit Clerk pay?  

 

Whether the City could withdraw from the Program with 60 days notice was another issue.  The 

Statute creating fees indicated monies can only be spent on the program with the Circuit Clerk.  

If we withdrew, would we not be allowed to use any funds gathered?  If they give out data to a 

third party would there be any legal issues?  Attorney Morse will follow up once the Circuit 

Clerks' Office responds. 

 

Prevailing Wage Ordinance - Must be filed with the IL Department of Labor every year.  We 

will use Sangamon County rates on their website.  A motion was made by Alderman LoBue and 

seconded by Alderman Bangert to approve using Sangamon County rates for the City of Leland 

Grove Prevailing Wage Rates.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

City Clerk Klokkenga will file the Ordinance with the IL Department of Labor once signed. 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Finance and Revenue - Alderman Hetherington reported that more flowers were planted on Bates 

and other nearby areas of the City.   

 

Alderman Hetherington made mention of the budget and asked others to offer any additional cost 

cutting measures or considerations for the next budget. 

   

Attorney Morse reminded everyone we are required to have our Appropriation Ordinance passed 

by the August meeting. 

 

Health, Sanitation and Environment - Alderman Creasey - Nothing to report at this time. 

Police and Public Safety - Alderman Williams deferred to Police Chief Ryan. 

Chief Ryan presented his monthly report to the Council and made the following comments:  

Regarding Digiticket, Chief Ryan reviewed monies from overall tickets issued and the City may 

be short changed at this time if we go with the program.  

In addition, Officer Bivens is off work until October 1st due to full time military service.  

Human Resources - Alderman LoBue - Nothing to report at this time. 

Public Ways and Property - Alderman Moll - Regarding the application for the ITEP Grant for 

sidewalks on Laurel and Cherry, State Representative Sara Wojicki gave her support for this 

project and will try to help secure the grant.  The City should know in September or October.   

 

Building Permits and Zoning - Alderman LoBue  provided an update on the draft ordinance.  See 

Handout from Don LoBue.  The Subcommittee worked to simplify matters on this issue.  

Inspections being done in conjunction with Sangamon County will be proposed.   

 

Contractors will be required to register with Leland Grove and the fee will be $50/year. 

 

Alderman Hetherington asked about side yard variants.  She would like to have language to 

make it more fair for residents.  Alderman Hetherington further proposed sitting down with 



former Alderman John Kniery and Alderman Jim Moll to discuss.  This item will be placed on 

the agenda for July. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Stop Sign Grant - Alderman Hetherington 

Micky Mann with the City's Engineer firm indicated that construction came in over the original 

estimate.  Breakdown shows the City of Leland Grove costs going up $6-8,000.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Light Pole Removal - Jim Moll mentioned the estimate from CWLP to relocate the poll at Laurel 

and Illini.  They will revisit this estimate to see what can be done to lower cost. 

 

Alderman Williams provided follow-up comments on the Laurel and Illini intersection issue.  He 

indicated that communication does seem like it needs to improve.  We may want to focus on 

obtaining more e-mails and continue to look at how to improve this intersection. 

Alderman LoBue suggested doing another hearing on the Illini Intersection project.   

Alderman Creasey mentioned that we as a council need to know more about the details of the 

plan.  We should start from scratch and take a look at all options.  He further stated that we 

should not jump into just doing the project without more input.   

Attorney Morse mentioned with the expansion of Laurel out to Veterans and through Tara Hill 

Subdivision and the building of HyVee, this has collectively increased overall flow of traffic in 

the area.  He further noted that Leland Grove has not had a tax increase since 1991. To do the 

project the way the public wants it done will require additional monies.  MFT dollars cannot be 

used on roads due to requirements from the State which limits the city's resources.  In the big 

picture, traffic needs to be reduced through Leland Grove otherwise we will continue to have 

problems.  

Alderman Bangert appreciates Saul's history of the project and notifying people that we cannot 

use MFT money.   

Chatham Road will need to be resurfaced and it was noted that 1 mile of road surface is in 

Leland Grove that we have to pay for in the amount of $1,000,000.    

 

Jim moll described what has been done in the past to limit traffic thru Leland Grove.  

Engineer Miki Mann explained it all comes down to cost.  

 

Resident Milliman emphasized that Leland Grove is growing with younger people moving in to 

the community with kids (and more traffic) and wants council decisions to be made based on the 

2016 generation, not the 1950's.  Safety has to trump traffic counting.   

 

 

The Council, by consensus, decided to move the next regular meeting to the Church on Cherry 

and Bates.  July 26th at 6pm. 

  

A motion was made by Alderman Creasey and seconded by Alderman Bangert to Adjourn.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 



 

Posted:___________     Date:__________  Time:___________ 

 

 

 


