
 

M I N U T E S 

 

City Council of Leland Grove Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 26, 2016     6:00PM 

First Congregational Church    2100 South Bates     Springfield, IL 62704 

 

The honorable Mayor Egizii called the meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was taken.  

 

THE ROLL CALL - Clerk Klokkenga 

The Roll Call was taken by Clerk Klokkenga.  A quorum was present.  The following members 

were present (P) or absent (A) as indicated: 

Jill Egizii, Mayor (P) 

Brian Miller, Treasurer (P) 

Steve Klokkenga, Clerk (P) 

Saul Morse, Legal Counsel (P) 

Diana Hetherington, Alderman Ward 1(P) 

Jan Creasey, Alderman Ward 1 (A) 

Nick Williams, Alderman Ward 2 (P) 

Jim Moll, Alderman Ward 2 (P) 

Donald LoBue, Alderman Ward 3 (P) 

Mary Jo Bangert, Alderman Ward 3 (P) 

Also present were: 

Leland Grove Police Chief Dan Ryan 

City Administrator Tyler Lanier 

City Engineer Miki Mann 

Several members of the Public At Large 

 

APPROVAL - of June 28, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes.  A motion was made by Alderman 

Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Moll to approve the Minutes as written.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

 



PRESENTATIONS  -    

 

Chief Ryan then introduced Brittney Rush as a new officer working with the Leland Grove Police 

Department.  Ms. Rush expressed her thanks to the Council and looks forward to working with everyone.  

 

Alderman Moll gave a presentation on the intersection at Laurel and Illini, briefing everyone present 

about the overall issues.  Alderman Moll previously worked with Kuhn and Trello Engineers regarding 

the intersection.  He further explained the confusion of how it currently is set up, then explained how the 

Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission (SCRPC) conducted a survey and started to develop a 

plan for the City.  In addition, Alderman Moll discussed how the increase in traffic has created various 

issues for the City and specifically, at that intersection.  SCRPC suggested that Leland Grove fix the 

intersection at Laurel and Illini.  Leland Grove then asked Kuhn &Trello to take a fresh look at the 

intersection and they have now developed a layout that might work.   

Mr. Brad Milliman with Illini Country Club briefly explained for the record that a new Board of Directors  

came in at the Club and the new Board did not like the plan the previous Board had approved.   

 

Kuhn and Trello gave a presentation on the new intersection layout and explained what is wrong with the 

intersection as it is currently set up.   They explained how the Current intersection encourages cut-through 

traffic on Laurel Street.  Several rolling stops are also present and overall pedestrian safety is not present.  

The Engineers gave 4 options: 

1. Separated Roads 

2. 3 way intersections with 5 stop conditions.  Considered a low cost fix.   

Pedestrian access is better.  Removal of power polls needed which would cost money. 

3. Creating a 4-way intersection with turn lanes.  Only 4 stop conditions.  Illini would need to close 

its entrance in order for this to work. 

4. Roundabout.  This option will need a contractor and the cost will be high.  Illini Country Club 

would have to reconfigure their entrance.   

With goals of reducing traffic, creating green space, safety, cost, etc. Kuhn & Trello believe the 3- way 

intersection (#2) is what accomplishes this, the best. 

 

Costs involved so far with this undertaking: 

Alderman Moll indicated that the City has paid Rapps Engineering $2000 for their initial study.  The 

contract with Kuhn and Trello is estimated at $3,000.    

 

Who has the Right of Way?   

The City engineers want people to understand that if you want to reduce traffic on Laurel, it has to go 

somewhere... 

 

How many accidents are there?  Why is change even necessary?   

6 years ago the City looked at accidents and there were only a few accidents at this intersection.   

 

Can we put cameras out?   

Police Chief Dan Ryan indicated cameras are only legal in Illinois in the City of Chicago.  The amount of 

money the city receives would be minimal from any tickets issued and purchasing and maintaining the 

cameras may be cost prohibitive for the City. 

 

Can additional signage be used?  Flashing lights?   

These are all items that would come at a cost with minimal affect. 

 

It was noted that Kuhn and Trello traffic numbers were 2016 statistics.   

 



A resident commented that if you approach this from a safety perspective and not check access numbers 

for 6 years, it is clear as to what should be done and further asked how much is budgeted for the work?  

Alderman Moll responded that $6,000 is available for this project.   

 

 

Alderman Moll pointed out to those at the meeting that the City Traffic Committee, Rapps Engineers, 

Sangamon County Regional Planning Commission, and Kuhn and Trello have ALL made the 

recommendation of proposal #3 from the presentation.   

 

Kuhn and Trello further added that the proposed intersection can handle the traffic and is certainly better 

than what is currently designed.    

 

Mr. Milliman further indicated that if there is not a problem, don't go looking for one.   

He also asked what the outcome has been regarding the speed bumps and other intersection alterations.   

 

How much we have in the budget to repair roads and how much taxes would be needed?   

Alderman Moll explained how Motor Fuel Tax money is spent, and cited the example of Chatham Road.   

Alderman Hetherington stated it can easily cost $30,000 to pave a road.  Nobody wants to pay taxes and 

she further explained how our annual budget for the entire City is not quite $1million to begin with. 

   

In addition, City Administrator Tyler Lanier indicated he put $90,000 in the budget for road work for this 

year.  Cherry Road is one upcoming project he mentioned the money is to be used for. 

He further noted the cost for speed humps was $3,000 in the City. 

 

Mayor Egizii let all present know that she was informed, by City of Springfield Mayor Langfelder, that 

Springfield will not be taking over ownership of the Chatham Road section of Leland Grove.  

 

One resident asked what the process would be for conducting a referendum? 

Attorney Morse responded with what the law states per any referendum and further noted a tax 

referendum has not gone through since the 1990's.  Mayor Egizii further indicated the Council could 

discuss whether or not to set up a referendum in the future should the Council wish to do so.   

 

One resident asked if the Council can hold off on voting for a while?   

Attorney Morse indicated there is no set procedure for citizens to decide on the issue other than through 

their Alderman. If the Aldermen want to wait, we wait. 

 

Mayor Egizii encouraged residents to keep up to date with information and check on the website for more 

information. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT -  

Treasurer Miller delivered his report to the Council and offered comments and/or discussion.  Being none, 

a motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Williams to approve Unpaid 

Warrants from the general fund P07402 in the amount of $29,993.22.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Williams to approve warrants 

from the Motor Fuel Tax fund P07403 in the amount of $244.51.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Williams to approve paid 

warrants from fund 07404 in the amount of $43,114.35.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 



CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT -  

Administrator Lanier reported that chipping starts next week.  He also reported that the creek is clogged 

up again and they will also get bids to remove the debris at the bridge. 

  

LEGAL UPDATES AND ACTIONS  
Legal Memo Update  -  

Attorney Morse reported that the Digiticket Program offered by the Sangamon County Circuit Clerk's 

office raised some concerns regarding the City's participation in the program and the Circuit Clerks office 

declined to put our concerns in writing.  Specific issues included whether the fund accrued from tickets 

would be enough to pay for any computer and equipment, etc.  

 

 Alderman Moll inquired whether Leland Grove can give a 60 days notice and whether the County won't 

guarantee that we will get the money going forward?  Attorney Morse indicated that if the County 

returned the monies if we opt out, then there is no legal use for the monies because they must be used for 

a data transmission system set forth by the Circuit Clerk.  The monies would just go to an account and not 

be used.   Attorney Morse further noted that other municipalities (ex. Jerome) also have some concerns.  

Chief Winslow with the City of Springfield also shares some of our same concerns as well.  Other cities 

have not signed up yet because they thought they were part of a "pilot project" which is not the case.   

Finally, Attorney Morse understands that if we do not enter into the agreement, the County Board may 

require that the municipalities have to transmit ticket information digitally or by a specific user system.  

Sangamon County is not there yet, but it could possibly happen.   

  

Attorney Morse indicated that the Administrative Hearings Rules Ordinance was up for final vote.  

Alderman Moll made the motion and it was seconded by Alderman Bangert to approve the 

Administrative Hearing Rules Ordinance.    The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Attorney Morse also informed the Council that Mayor Egizii and The Village of Jerome have agreed upon 

and selected 3 individuals to be hearing officers.  Letters have gone out to those chosen as well as those 

declined by the Council. Those chosen were: 

Judge Leo Zappa 

Daniel Noll 

Craig Colbrook  

 

Finally, Attorney Morse informed the Council that two (2) Zoning petitions have been received and a 

hearing will be conducted on August 15, 2016. 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Finance and Revenue - Alderman Hetherington  reported of a concern in Ward 1 regarding 

granting variances.  Alderman Hetherington met with former Alderman John Kniery to discuss 

and they agreed to leave it, as is, for now.  

 Health, Sanitation and Environment - Alderman Creasey.  Nothing reported. 

Police and Public Safety - Alderman Williams  - Regarding recent social media concerns.  If 

anyone here or on the council runs across some fabrication or just one side of a story involving 

the Police Department, please understand the police handled the situation very well.  Social media 

only presented one side.  

 

Chief Ryan further informed the council of a recent incident concerning Officers who 

encountered two under-age individuals along Cherry and Bates after curfew.  The officers 

stopped them and tried to contact their parents.  Chief Ryan explained how the Police are 



responsible for the children until the children are turned over to their parents.  Police took the kids 

home individually and social media twisted the facts trying to suggest that the police stopped 

them in the first place because one of the children was African American.  Absolutely not the 

case, both children were driven by the Police to their home in police cars as a courtesy to the 

residents.  The Police Department went out of its way to make sure the children, who were out 

after curfew, arrived safely at home. 

 

Chief Ryan further reported that seventeen (17) vehicles in Leland Grove have been burglarized 

of change/coins, etc...  The 1800 block of South Park Avenue is one example of an area where 

this has occurred. 

 

On July 6 Officer Martin saw a troubled teen in the creek, submersed in water.  The teen was 

suicidal and the boy was pulled from the water and eventually was committed for treatment. 

 

Nationwide speed reduction campaign starts on July 27th. 

 

The Governor is getting ready to sign a bill where under 10 ounces of Cannabis is a civil penalty, 

not criminal.  Chief Ryan recommends that the Council pass ordinances regarding the use of 

cannabis, drug paraphernalia and alcohol use to coincide with the State laws.  He provided 

samples of similar ordinances. 

 

Council would like Attorney Morse to draft the ordinances listed: 

  Ordinance Prohibiting the Possession of Cannabis 

  Ordinance Prohibiting the Possession of Drug Paraphernalia  

  Ordinance Prohibiting the Illegal Consumption of Alcohol by a Minor 

 

 Human Resources - Alderman LoBue - Nothing to report. 

 Public Ways and Property - Alderman Moll - Waiting to hear on sidewalks grants. 

 

Building Permits and Zoning - Alderman LoBue  Nothing to report.  Alderman Bangert takes 

over next meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Stop Sign Grant - Alderman Hetherington/Engineers  Start date not set up yet.  Should go 

quickly.  Kuhn & Trello. 

Community Connection - Gathering Contact Information from Residents - Alderman Bangert 

reported that she recently met with Jen Dejong and Angie Musac and they want to help with 

communication in Leland Grove.  Would like to conduct a survey of residents regarding how they 

want communication to take place. 

Alderman Williams inquired as to whether the City should ramp up its Facebook page? 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Ordinance Amending Regulations Governing Commercial Vehicles/ Variances -Alderman LoBue 

Alderman LoBue sent out a draft ordinance and gave a brief outline.  We are keeping the ordinance as is 

but adding a section "Limited Circumstances" where variances will be allowed and further details 

requirements for variances.  Attorney Morse indicated that variances will also incur a fee and require 

public notice in a newspaper with a hearing no less than 15 days after the filing of notice to adjoining 



neighbors.   As the draft is written, those neighbors not adjacent would not be notified which could create 

issues.  Alderman LoBue believes that any public notice that would be given in the paper should cover the 

problem. 

Alderman Bangert inquired as to whether there will there be guidelines for the variances that the 

Alderman would consider?  Alderman LoBue indicated there are some basic guidelines given in the 

ordinance as far as what to look for, with a standard.  Alderman Moll indicated that he is also concerned 

about this issue and believes we need to re-examine the original intent of the ordinance.  Alderman Moll 

would like to issue permits as opposed to variances where they pay the city to keep their commercial 

vehicle in their drive.   

 

A motion was made to approve the Ordinance Amending Regulations Governing Commercial Vehicles 

by Alderman LoBue and seconded by Alderman Williams.  The motion was passed by a vote of 3-Yes, 2-

No and no abstentions.   

 

Regional Leadership Council -Mayor Egizii assigned Clerk Klokkenga to attend the July Quarterly 

meeting. 

 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement for Animal Control Services - Mayor Egizii estimated 

$469.70 annual cost. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Williams to enter into an 

agreement with Sangamon County regarding animal control.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

(*)The Leland Grove City Council would like to thank the First Congregational Church for use of 

their facility for purposes of this meeting.   


