
M I N U T E S  
City Council of Leland Grove Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 26, 2016   6:00 PM 

Instructional Resource Center       2000 Chatham Road       Leland Grove, IL, 62704 

 

 

The April 26th , 2016 meeting of the Leland Grove City Council was called to order promptly at 

6:00pm by the honorable Mayor Jill Egizii.  Those present were asked to recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

The Roll Call was then taken by Clerk Klokkenga.  A quorum was present.  The following members were 

present (P) or absent (A) as indicated: 

 

Jill Egizii, Mayor (P) 

Brian Miller, Treasurer (P) 

Steve Klokkenga, Clerk (P) 

Saul Morse, Legal Counsel (P) 

Diana Hetherington, Alderman Ward 1(P) 

Jan Creasey, Alderman Ward 1 (A) 

Nick Williams, Alderman Ward 2 (P) 

Jim Moll, Alderman Ward 2 (P) 

Donald LoBue, Alderman Ward 3 (P) 

Paul LaMantia, Alderman Ward 3 (P) 

 

 

APPROVAL - of the March, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes.  A motion was made by Alderman 

Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Williams to approve the March, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL - of the March, 2016 Executive Session Meeting Minutes.  A motion was made by 

Alderman Williams and seconded by Alderman LaMantia to approve the March 2016 Executive Session 

Meeting minutes.  The motion approved unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Egizii and the Council welcomed Brad Cole, Executive Director with the Illinois Municipal 

League, to the meeting and he gave a brief update on what is happening in Springfield at the Capitol.   

Mr. Cole mentioned that he appreciates our membership in the League and further discussed the 

allocation of appropriations distributed out to municipalities.   

In addition, Mr. Cole talked about the Public Duty Doctrine – Immunity from negligence for public safety 

officials.  The Supreme Court ruled against the legislation and the Illinois Municipal League will continue 

to fight for it.  The Illinois Municipal League has a lot of resources available and would like to make them 

available to the City of Leland Grove.  Overall, he just wanted to touch base and offer any support to the 

City of Leland Grove.   

 

Sangamon County Circuit Clerk Paul Palazzolo stopped in and offered to answer any questions.   

Engineer Mickey Mann was also present and available for questions.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Miller 

Treasurer Miller provided the city’s Financial Statement and further indicated that Mario Perino will do a 

review of our account and any previous issues should have been squared away.   



A motion was made by Paul LaMantia and seconded by Alderman Williams to pay unpaid warrants 

PO4393 in the amount of $14, 585.05.  The motion passed unanimously.   

A motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Williams to pay unpaid 

warrants MFT PO43494 in the amount of $86.61.  The motion passed unanimously. 

A motion was made by Alderman Hetherington and seconded by Alderman Williams to pay paid warrants  

PO4395 in the amount of $39,335.84.  The motion passed unanimously. 

  

 

CITY ADMINISTRATORS REPORT 

Update from City Administrator Lanier 

Crack sealing will start on the Outer Park walking path from Bates thru Laurel.  The Springfield Arborist 

will take down one tree on Laurel on both the South and North Side.  Also a tree down by the creek will 

be coming out.  

Administrator Lanier further reported that the Leaf Pick up bill was $3,295.00.  It was a little lower than 

last year.  

A contractor will be doing sewer replacement on Hamilton Court and the contractor may have to break 

into the road to get to it.  Council noted that the contractor will have to replace everything as it exactly 

was before.  Said contractor will Hire Ron Furman to do the road work.  Attorney Morse indicated 

prevailing wage will be necessary for any road work.   

 

LEGAL UPDATE AND ACTIONS 

Legal Update Memo 

Zoning variance was granted unanimously by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Zoning Order is finished and 

will be signed off on tomorrow.   

Regarding potential Hearing Officers, the City has received 4 written responses with 5 or 6 other calls of 

inquiry.  The current status is that we are holding for the City of Jerome to sign off on the proposal.  

Attorney Morse recommends that Leland Grove pick 2 or 3 different proposals to choose from. 

Alderman Moll asked if we need to do anything else with Jerome and Attorney Morse indicated no, 

unless Jerome has any issues.   

Digi Ticket – Sangamon County Circuit Clerk Paul Palazzolo addressed the Council for any further 

discussion or questions regarding the program.  Attorney Morse indicated he met with Circuit Clerk 

Palazzolo and discussed further contractual issues.  Circuit Clerk Palazzolo raised the issue of prior 

money being distributed to Leland Grove as part of the program.  Sangamon County would like to be 

operational by fall ‘16.  It will take several months to sign contracts and implement any program.  

Attorney Morse did learn that this system would be compatible to create digital records and would cost 

extra for the City.  Any contractor would need to be obligated to comply with all FOIA related issues.   

There is an extra charge on each ticket for this program.  The Circuit Clerk’s office keeps money and has  

already disbursed that money to municipalities who have issued the tickets.  Digi tickets monies will not 

come back to the City of Leland Grove under this new program but will go for upkeep of the program. 

 

Circuit Clerk Palazzolo indicated the City would not have to return money to the County if it chooses not 

to.  The County would request it, but the City would not have to give it back.   Leland Grove could keep it 

BUT cannot spend it.  

 

Alderman LoBue asked if the City can choose to participate at a later date?   Circuit Clerk Palazzolo 

indicated October was a goal to get the program running but, yes, the City of Leland Grove can “opt-in” 

at a later time.  

Alderman Hetherington mentioned that if we do not do the Digi-ticket program, we can still do manual 

tickets at a 60/40 ratio.  60% for the Circuit Clerk’s Office and 40% for Leland Grove.  Chief Ryan 

initially wanted to participate but is concerned about cutting down traffic time.    Chief Ryan questions 

the 60%/40% issue.  40% used to maintain the system and Chief Ryan argues our internet connection and 



computers should be considered maintenance.  Circuit Clerk Palazzolo indicated that he fears 

municipalities may take advantage of the money’s use.   

 

Alderan LoBue asked Chief  Ryan if he would prefer to keep things the way they are now?  Chief Ryan 

responded “Yes”.  Alderman and City Police Commissioner Williams agrees with Chief Ryan.  

 

If the City participates in the program, can we “opt out” at a later time and stop participating? Circuit 

Clerk Palazzolo responded “yes”.   

The Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts is in full approval of the firm that handles this program.  

Alderman Moll recommended Chief Ryan talk to the Madison County Sheriff to see how the Digi-ticket 

program is working.  Alderman Williams does not want to lose the small town community feel where 

people feel protected.  Alderman Moll does not want the City Police to become a money making machine. 

Mayor Egizii requested Chief Ryan to learn more from other participating municipalities before the City 

Council makes a decision.  

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

Finance and Revenue – Alderman Hetherington reported the Budget Committee met.  Alderman LoBue 

also was present.  The Committee prepared budget documents for consideration.  Alderman Hetherington 

will discuss in Executive Session.  

Health, Sanitation and Environment – Alderman Creasey-  No Report 

Police and Public Safety – Williams 

Chief Ryan presented his report.  The Chief also reported that the Police Department signed up with the  

Illinois Municipal League for Risk Management issues. (Officer training, etc.)  The Police Department 

did receive a new video camera for a squad car.  There has been an ongoing issue with a resident on 

Tophill.  The issue is regarding their dog.   

 

Human Resources – Alderman LoBue -  No Report. 

Public Ways and Property – Alderman Moll-   No Report. 

 

Building Permits and Zoning – Alderman LaMantia passed out the Approved Permits Report.  One more 

is pending for permit and variance hearing.  Alderman LaMania further reported that 14 permits have 

been issued so far this year.    

Boating ordinance – The recent boat issue in the neighborhood has been resolved. Alderman LaMantia 

indicated he is still having issues with a truck violation.  If the truck owner refuses to comply, the City 

will need to issue a letter as a final warning and he will then need to be fined if it occurs again. 

(*)Zoning Ordinance – Still deciding on inspectors.  The county is more costly than we want.  Question 

then becomes what direction do we go?  Does the City hire its own inspector or move in another 

direction?  Alderman LaMantia is leaning toward passing it- as is.  Alderman Moll would like to have the 

County do it.  Alderman LoBue did talk to Joe Antonacci and the City could get between $10 -12,000 

dollars in fees per year and Joe is acceptable to being paid based on collection of fees.  Additionally, Mr. 

Antonacci can get insured.  

Alderman LoBue asked if we could keep Jeff Evans if we hire Antonacci?  Committee will meet and iron 

out further details. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Regarding Budget Issues Alderman Hetherington submitted a budget spreadsheet for FY 2017. She noted 

it is a very conservative figure based on the last audited figures. She further suggested that we cannot 

proceed ahead with this budget without making cuts.  She would like Chief Ryan and Administrator 

Lanier to make recommendations since their department budgets make up the larger sum of the entire 

budget.  Alderman LoBue indicated we cannot take $180,000 from our reserves and we need to make 



cuts.  Alderman LoBue suggested we approach Woodside Township about doing ditch and culvert work 

and this might save the City up to $5,000. Also, Attorney fees could be capped at $24,000.   

Alderman Moll noted the shortfall includes road work and those specific projects need to be better 

defined. He will work with Administrator Lanier on those definitions.   

Alderman Moll wants to make sure that the Police Department has enough budgeted for safety training.  

The Budget Committee can reconvene and look over recommendations from all council members.  

Budget must be approved at the next Regular Meeting. 

Alderman Moll suggested that the Council set up a flat amount every year for purchasing police vehicles. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Williams and seconded by Alderman Moll to rise from the Regular 

Meeting and go into Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The Council went into Executive Session to discuss Personnel and Legal matters. 

 

The Council arose from Executive Session and returned to the Regular Meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Alderman LaMantia announced he will be resigning after the next meeting.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Williams and seconded by Alderman Moll to adjourn the April 2016 

Regular Meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

POSTED:__________ DATE:__________     TIME:__________ 

 


