
MINUTES 
Leland Grove Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020     6 pm 
Instructional Resource Center at 2000 Chatham Road 

 

 

 
In these difficult times, the City of Leland Grove, met remotely to limit the possible spread of the 
virus. This was allowed by the Executive Order issued by Governor Pritzker on March 16th as 
extended by further Orders. 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER – Mayor Bangert called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM. 
THE ROLL CALL was taken by Clerk Hetherington with those present (P), excused (E) or 
absent (A) as indicated:   Also Present: Brian Miller, Treasurer  
Mary Jo Bangert, Mayor (P)                Diana Hetherington, City Clerk   
Steve Klokkenga, Alderman Ward 1 (P)             Saul Morse, City Attorney          
Jim Moll, Alderman Ward 2 (P)    Dan Ryan, Police Chief              
Josh Sharp, Alderman Ward 2 (P)    Tyler Lanier, City Administrator 
Don LoBue, Alderman Ward 3 (E)    Josh Bradbury, i3 Broadband 
Sally Tamizuddin, Alderman Ward 3 (E)  
A quorum was present. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited by those present. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL:   
Alderman Moll moved, seconded by Alderman Klokkenga, to approve the July 28, 2020, 
Regular Meeting Minutes.             Motion carried unanimously. 
Alderman Sharp moved, seconded by Alderman Moll, to approve the February 25, 2020, 
Executive Meeting Minutes.             Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer Miller reported the numbers looked fine on the current 
financial statements and expenses.  The current financial statements show $1,036,543.79 for 
the Total Fund Balance as of July 31, 2020.  He presented the following expenses for approval: 

• Alderman Moll moved, seconded by Alderman Klokkenga, to approve P-08-548, 
Unpaid Warrants General Fund, in the amount of $20,644.02.    
Motion carried unanimously. 

• Alderman Moll moved, seconded by Alderman Sharp, to approve P-08-549, Unpaid 
Warrants MFT, in the amount of $380.75.                           Motion carried unanimously. 

• Alderman Moll moved, seconded by Alderman Klokkenga, to approve P-08-550, Paid 
Warrants General Fund, in the amount of $32,436.85.      Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:  Administrator Lanier reported that striping of streets and 
crosswalks was delayed and should be completed in August.  Miscommunication between 
contractors resulted in confusion about the work being done.  The new truck should be delivered 
by Halloween so he will sell the older one that is currently out of commission. 
 
LEGAL UPDATES AND ACTIONS: 
City Attorney Morse reminded City Council a renewal of the Declaration of Emergency needed 
to be passed each month should the City Council desire to extend the State of Emergency.  The 
State of Emergency Ordinance requires monthly renewals of the Declaration of Emergency.  
(See Old Business)   
City Attorney Morse revised the Open Fire Ordinance to follow the Springfield Fire Department 
guidelines.  This meeting marks the second reading of this ordinance.  (See Old Business) 
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MAYOR’S COMMENTS: Mayor Bangert reported on the Sangamon Alert Message (SAM), 
which will be available to the City of Leland Grove for three years at no cost.  The 
original plan to load Leland Grove residents’ phone numbers into the system is not 
feasible.  Residents will have to sign up to be included.  Sangamon County is planning a 
media blitz to encourage residents to sign up.  Mayor Bangert and Police Chief Ryan 
will be trained on using the system. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
Public Ways and Property: Alderman Moll reported 

• Chatham Road: no new updates.  Original September start date will probably slip back 
because the City of Springfield is facing budget problems.  Grants that would be used for 
Chatham Road are being approved after COVID grants.  It will probably be another month or 
two before construction grants are approved. 

• Drainage Committee:  The meeting of the committee is being postponed to after the 
September City Council meeting because of the unavailability of committee members. 

Human Resources:  No report. 

Health and Sanitation: No report 
Building Permits and Zoning: Alderman Klokkenga reported he received one new application 
after our last meeting.   His report shows 39 permits with Total Project Costs for the calendar 
year 2020 are $701,805.28.  Total Permit Fees for this same period are $2,850. 

Police Department: Mayor Bangert thanked Chief Ryan for his initiative in providing extra 
patrols during the day for parents who have returned to work and their children are attending 
virtual schooling from home.  This service was advertised through social media including 
Facebook and Next Door Leland Grove.  Alderman Moll complimented the Chief as well for this 
effort. 
Chief Ryan reported he is pursuing Illinois Department of Transportation safety grants again this 
year.  The City was reimbursed $5K for costs back to Independence Day.  Training took place at 
the range last week.  Additional training on the use of force and other pertinent subjects 
continues.  The Chief is looking at body cams and their related costs which continue to go up.  
The state may mandate bodycams for law enforcement departments. 
Alderman Sharp questioned the chief about whether there has been an increase in residential 
robberies.  The Chief responded that there has not been any increase.  Thefts from unlocked 
motor vehicles continue to be the biggest problem.   
Finance and Revenue: Alderman Sharp reported that the Open Burning Ordinance has been 
revised.  (See Old Business) 
Communications: No Report 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Declaration of Emergency – Mayor Bangert asked for an extension for the Declaration of 
Emergency. The declaration may be needed should Leland Grove apply for federal funds.  She 
asked the City Council to extend the current Declaration of Emergency for another 30 days or 
until the next regular meeting.  If the Governor does not issue another Emergency Ordinance, 
Leland Grove’s emergency ordinance would automatically expire.   Alderman Sharp moved, 
seconded by Alderman Moll, to extend the Declaration of Emergency for another 30 days 
or until the next regular meeting.                                         Motion carried unanimously. 
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OLD BUSINESS (cont.): 
Open Burning Ordinance: This meeting marks the second reading of this ordinance.  Chief 
Ryan commented that the ordinance was never intended to ban fires.  The main purpose of the 
ordinance is to get in line with the Springfield Fire Department guidelines for open fires.  City 
Attorney Morse revised the first draft to more closely model Springfield Fire Department 
guidelines for open fires. 

 
Sangamon County Animal Control Agreement: Mayor Bangert reported that the Sangamon 
County Animal Control Agreement had been approved at the July meeting.  We were mistaken 
that approving this ordinance could be accomplished without a waiver of the three readings 
requirement.   Mayor Banger requested a motion to waive the three meeting requirement.   
Alderman Sharp moved, seconded by Alderman Moll, to waive the three meeting reading 
requirement for approving the Sangamon County Animal Control Agreement.     
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

i3 Broadband: Josh Bradbury spoke to City council about his employer i3 Broadband 
which is a broadband service provider located in East Peoria and currently servicing 
Peoria, Champaign and Springfield.  i3 Broadband is expanding its service territory to 
include Leland Grove.  Mr. Bradbury provided a company overview and answered 
questions.  i3 Broadband will notify residents when they will be working in their 
neighborhoods.  Leland Grove will receive a 5% franchise fee from all sales.  i3 
Broadband will work with Leland Grove to complete the franchise agreement so that our 
City will start collecting revenues when service begins in the City. 
 
Leland Grove Noble Pocket Park: Mayor Bangert reported the residents on Noble had 
named their landscape project on the island near Bates.  They have asked the City to 
make their naming of the “Leland Grove Noble Pocket Park” official.  There were 
lengthy discussions of the ramifications of approving this title.  Several questions were 
raised about liability and related matters.  Mayor Bangert will consult with Peter Murphy, 
previous alderman for Ward 1.  Mr. Murphy is currently the Executive Director for the 
Illinois Parks Association. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Alderman Moll moved, seconded by Alderman Klokkenga, to adjourn the regular 

meeting.                                                                      Motion carried unanimously.                                                 

Meeting adjourned at 6:48 PM.  

 
 
 
POSTED: ____________ DATE: ___________     TIME: __________ 
 


