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MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Bangert called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
THE ROLL CALL was taken by Clerk Hetherington with those present (P), excused (E) or 
absent (A) as indicated:     
Mary Jo Bangert, Mayor (P)                 Also Present: Brian Miller, Treasurer 
Steve Klokkenga, Alderperson Ward 1 (P)              Diana Hetherington, City Clerk 
June Eagan, Alderperson Ward 1 (P)    Saul Morse, City Attorney          
Mark Frech, Alderperson Ward 2 (P)    Dan Ryan, Police Chief            
John Slayton, Alderperson Ward 2 (E)   Tyler Lanier, City Administrator 
Lance Cull, Alderperson Ward 3 (P)    Maureen and Angelo Bommarito 
Sally Tamizuddin, Alderperson Ward 3 (P)   Bill Crook  
    
A quorum was present. 
 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited by those present. 
  
MINUTES APPROVAL:   
Alderperson Frech moved, seconded by Alderperson Tamizuddin, to approve the Regular 
Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2021.                                   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer Miller reported that he examined the expenses and found 
nothing out of line.  

• Alderperson Klokkenga moved, seconded by Alderperson Tamizuddin, to approve  
P-10-589, Unpaid Warrants General Fund, in the amount of $24,023.16.   
Motion carried unanimously. 

• Alderperson Tamizuddin moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull, to approve  
P-10-590, Unpaid Warrants MFT, in the amount of $398.40.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

• Alderperson Cull moved, seconded by Alderperson Tamizuddin, to approve  
P-10-591, Paid Warrants General Fund, in the amount of $54,821.98. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

The current financial statements show $1,489,683.51 for the Total Fund Balance as of  
September 30, 2021.  Mayor Bangert commented that the balance was larger than normal for 
this month because it included the $99K grant from the American Relief Fund. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:   
City Administrator Lanier reported on the Huntleigh and Greenbriar landscaping.  The neighbors 
complimented the street department crews on the professional work done on this project. 
Although the trees are small, they grow quickly, 2-3 feet per year.  
 
LEGAL UPDATES AND ACTIONS: 
City Attorney Morse reported on a lawsuit claim which has been turned over to our insurance, 
the Memorandum of Judgment filed for 1839 Cherry Road and the two ordinances on the 
agenda (Whistle Blower Ordinance and revisions to the Building and Zoning Ordinance). 
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LEGAL UPDATES AND ACTIONS: (cont.) 
City Attorney Morse advised City Council that the annual tax levy is required to be filed with the 
County Clerk before the end of the year.  He will have a draft included in the November City 
Council meeting packet.  There is no tax rate increase.  The levy will be increased for inflation.  
The inflation rate should be announced in February or March. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  
Mayor Bangert reported that two Leland Grove residents are trying to save the summer kitchen 
near the Leland Home which was recently demolished.  $35K is estimated for the cost of 
moving to another location.  They have raised $3k so far. Drawings are being given to anyone 
contributing $100 and a brick for $50 donations.  They have had discussions with the City of 
Springfield and the Park Board for possible locations in Springfield.  Mayor Bangert discussed 
potential locations within Leland Grove where the structure might be relocated.   City Council 
discussed concerns about taking over this structure, primarily liability and additional costs of 
maintenance, insurance and related items.  Mayor Banger asked City Council members to email 
her their thoughts on this matter. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
Public Ways and Property:  
The Drainage Committee: Alderperson Frech reported the Mayor, City Administrator Lanier 
and he had met with the City Engineer to go over the survey results.  The engineer will do a 
preliminary survey first and research potential grants for funding. 
Chatham Road: The project is underway but they have not got to Leland Grove’s section of the 
Road.  Curb work will be done after repairs to the road.  He does not anticipate the curb work to 
be done this fall.  Asphalt is being laid where repairs and curb work is complete. 
Human Resources:  Alderperson Cull passed on a compliment to the Police Department 
concerning a welfare check in Ward 3.  Also see Employee Health Insurance under OLD 
Business. 
Health and Sanitation: No report. 
Building Permits and Zoning: Building Permits and Zoning Alderperson Klokkenga reported 
nothing unusual was seen with the permits he received since the last City Council meeting.   His 
report shows (for the calendar year 2021) 49 permits with Total Project Costs of $1,317,646.80.  
Total Permit Fees for this same period are $3,750.    

Police Department: Chief Ryan reported on patrol activity including an elderly woman with 
some medical issues.  He also discussed staffing issues with recent loses of officers and a 
potential loss of a full-time officer.  He updated City Council on the progress made in putting the 
“new” used quad car into operation.   
Finance and Revenue: No report. 
Communication:  Alderperson Tamizuddin thanked City Council members for their help with 
the latest Leland Link. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Declaration of Emergency: City Attorney Morse again explained the extensions of the Declaration of 
Emergency and entertained a motion to extend the current Declaration of Emergency for another 30 days 
or until the next regular meeting. (If the Governor does not issue another Emergency Order, Leland 
Grove’s emergency ordinance would automatically expire.)   
Alderperson Klokkenga moved, seconded by Alderperson Tamizuddin, to extend the Declaration 
of Emergency for another 30 days or until the next regular meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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OLD BUSINESS: (cont.) 

Employee Health Insurances: Alderperson Cull reported the negotiations with our current 

insurance provider and Springfield Clinic is still in a holding pattern.  January is the earliest 

projected settlement.  We have a good possible alternative through one of the insurance 

brokers we have been working with.  Alderperson Cull will continue working with the brokers to 

keep our insurance options open.  No action is needed at this time.   

Zoning Ordinance.  This was the third reading of this ordinance.  Alderperson Klokkenga 

reported the ordinance is not ready for approval.  There are questions that still need to be 

researched and they are still updating verbiage.  He expects the ordinance will be in shape to 

approve at the next meeting.   No action taken. 

Whistle Blower Ordinance.  This was the third reading of this ordinance.  City Attorney Morse 

provided background information for the ordinance and explained how he drafted the ordinance.  

Alderperson Klokkenga moved, seconded by Alderperson Tamizuddin, to approve the 

Whistle Blower Ordinance (#449).    Motion carried unanimously. 

Tree Inventory by U of I Master Gardeners: 

Clerk Hetherington reported that the inventory will resume next May.  Most of Ward 1 was 

completed.  Favorable comments from residents were received by those performing the 

inventory. 

Ronald McDonald House: 

Alderperson Klokkenga had nothing new to report.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Tree City USA: Mayor Bangert reported that Trees Forever has recommended that the City of 

Leland Grove apply for a Tree City USA status.  City Clerk Hetherington outlined some 

advantages of taking this step.  One advantage is that the City would qualify for grants only 

available to cities with the Tree City USA designation.  The Mayor and Clerk Hetherington will 

draft the application with help from Trees Forever. 

Approval of IML Risk Management Insurance Renewal: City Administrator Lanier provided 

background information on renewals of the IML Risk Management Insurance.   

Alderperson Klokkenga moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull, to approve the renewal of 

the IML Risk Management Insurance.     Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2022 City Council Meeting Dates:  City Administrator Lanier presented the following dates for 

the 2022 City Council Meetings (all on Tuesday at 6PM): January 25, February 22, March 22,    

April 26, May 24, June 28, July 26, August 23, September 27, October 25, November 22 and 

December 20.   

Alderperson Tamizuddin moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull, to approve the 

recommended 2022 meeting dates.                            Motion carried unanimously. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
William Crook spoke to City Council about connecting Leland Grove to the greater trail network, 
Sangamon Valley Trail. He shared information about progress already made including the 
paving of the path adjacent to Franklin Middle School that connects Outer Park to Jerome.  He 
recommended: 

1. More signs be placed along Laurel, Outer Park and Cherry Road 
2. Clearing snow off the trail along Outer Park 
3. Maintaining the edges of the Outer Park Trail to avoid dropping off the trail 
4. Benches along the Outer Park Trail 
5. Creating an Advisory Council to improve biking and walking. 

 

Alderperson Tamizuddin made a motion, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to 

arise from the regular meeting and go into Executive Session to discuss 

Litigation and Personnel Matters.                                 Motion carried unanimously. 

 
The Council went into Executive Session. 
 

The Council returned from Executive Session. 
 
City Council discussed the need to provide an incentive to retain full time officers.  
Alderperson Tamizuddin moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to give the 
full time officers a raise as recommended by Police Chief Ryan to be competitive 
with other local police entities.                                  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Alderperson Eagan moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, that the raises 
be made with the condition that the Mayor, City Administrator and Police Chief 
Ryan meet in the near future to discuss where cuts can be made to keep within 
budgeted amounts.       Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ADJOURNMENT:  

Alderperson Tamizuddin moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to adjourn the 
regular meeting.      Motion carried unanimously.                 Meeting adjourned at 8:38 PM.  

 
The next City Council regular meeting will be held at the Resource Center at 2000 Chatham 
Road on November 23, 2021, at 6 PM. 
 
Official 2020 Decennial figures show 1,454 as the number of Leland Grove’s inhabitants.  
 
POSTED: ____________ DATE: ___________     TIME: __________ 


