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MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Bangert called the meeting to order at 6 PM. 
 
THE ROLL CALL was taken by Clerk Hetherington with those present (P), excused (E) or 
absent (A) as indicated:     
Mary Jo Bangert, Mayor (P)                 Also Present: Brian Miller, Treasurer 
Steve Klokkenga, Alderperson Ward 1 (P)              Diana Hetherington, City Clerk 
June Eagan, Alderperson for Ward 1 (P)    Saul Morse, City Attorney          
Mark Frech, Alderperson Ward 2 (P)    Dan Ryan, Police Chief            
Lance Cull, Alderperson Ward 3 (P)    Tyler Lanier, City Administrator  
Sally Tamizuddin, Alderperson Ward 3 (E)    Lothar Soliwon, resident Ward 2  
    
A quorum was present. 
 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited by those present. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL:  Alderperson Cull moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to 
approve the June 22, 2021, Regular Meeting Minutes.           Motion carried unanimously. 
   
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Lothar Soliwon spoke to the City Council about his proposal to promote 
and brand Central Illinois cities by unifying efforts to attract investors and improve local 
economies.   He distributed a handout outline his proposal and answered questions from City 
Council members. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer Miller reported that the current financial statements and 
expenses were straightforward.  Computers issues caused a delay in getting our financial 
statements.  He presented the following expenses for approval: 

• Alderperson Frech moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull, to approve  
P-07-581, Unpaid Warrants General Fund, in the amount of $19,027.25.   
Motion carried unanimously. 

• Alderperson Cull moved, seconded by Alderperson Eagan, to approve  
P-07-582, Unpaid Warrants MFT, in the amount of $403.20.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

• Alderperson Frech moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to approve  
P-07-583, Paid Warrants General Fund, in the amount of $32,604.97. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

The current financial statements show $1,341,880.87 for the Total Fund Balance as of  
June 30, 2021.   
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT:  City Administrator Lanier reported that next week asphalt 
would be removed at Greenbriar and Huntleigh Road for the road closure project in Ward 3.  
Jim Fulgenzi will be helping with the landscaping to complete the project.  He also reported that 
the insurance company that we currently have for employee health insurance would no longer 
provide coverage through the Springfield Clinic after November 17.  The cutoff for coverage for 
the surgery center is August 19.  City Council discussed possible alternatives including requests 
for proposals for health insurance.  Alderperson Cull will work with City Administrator Lanier for 
finding another health insurance provider.  
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LEGAL UPDATES AND ACTIONS: 
City Attorney Morse discussed three new matters in his report: 

1. Revisions to the Building and Zoning Ordinance 
2. Request for re-platting 1760 Old Chatham Road  
3. Review Demolition Permit for a property on Wiggins.   

He also reported the Appropriations Ordinance was drafted to reflect the Chatham Road project 
for the City to be able to spend monies on the Project in FY2022.  (See Appropriations 
Ordinance/Budget under New Business). 
  
MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  
Mayor Bangert reported on four items: 

1. We are still working with the Regional Leadership Planning Commission on revising the 
City’s long-range plan.  She asked Alderpersons from Ward 1 to provide her a name of a 
resident to represent their ward on the planning committee. 

2. Mayor Bangert recommended John Slayton replace Josh Sharp who resigned as 
alderperson for Ward 2.  Alderperson Frech moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull, 
to appoint John Slayton to fill the remaining term of the vacant alderperson 
position in Ward 2.                                                         Motion carried unanimously. 

3. Mayor Bangert and City Administrator Lanier spoke with an official from the Department 
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, the government Agency handling the grants 
for resurfacing Chatham Road.  They learned that there were two options for receiving 
the grants.  The City could either receive 25% of each grant upfront with the grant 
monies being deposited in a separate interest-bearing account (interest earned being 
paid back to the state) or reimbursement as monies are spent on the project. As a result 
of this meeting, the City has met with the City of Springfield and drafted an agreement so 
that the Chatham Road project could be started this fiscal year.  (See Springfield-Leland 
Grove Intergovernmental Agreement under NEW Business). 

4. Mayor Bangert and City Administrator participated in a Webinar with the Department of 

Commerce and Economic Opportunity covering grants under the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) of 2021 which could be used on infrastructure improvements 
including culverts and rainwater storm sewers.  Grant applications are due in 
September. 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
Public Ways and Property:  

• The Drainage Committee: Alderperson Frech reported the committee met on July 13.  
They went through the problems identified in resident surveys.  The next step will be to 
involve engineers to identify what is needed to improve drainage throughout the City and 
find the money to fund drainage projects. 

Human Resources:  No report.   
Health and Sanitation: No report. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS: (cont.) 
Building Permits and Zoning: Building Permits and Zoning Alderperson Klokkenga reported 
the three permits were issued since the last City Council meeting. His report shows (for the 
calendar year 2021) 26 permits with Total Project Costs of $1,162,966.80.  Total Permit Fees 
for this same period are $2,475.   Alderperson Klokkenga asked City Council members to 
review the handout in the meeting packet covering changes to the building and zoning 
ordinance and contact him if anyone had questions or needed additional information.  City 
Attorney Morse will draft the ordinance to make the necessary changes to the building and 
zoning ordinance so that it might be presented for the first reading at the August City Council 
meeting.   

Police Department: Chief Ryan reported there has been a lot of activity in the recent month.  
He detailed what he has been doing to ensure adequate police coverage while we are replacing 
a full-time officer.  Mayor Bangert thanked the Chief for putting in additional time to complete the 
work schedule. 
Finance and Revenue: No report. 

Communications: No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Declaration of Emergency: City Attorney Morse explained the extensions of the Declaration of 
Emergency and entertained a motion to extend the current Declaration of Emergency for another 30 days 
or until the next regular meeting. (If the Governor does not issue another Emergency Order, Leland 
Grove’s emergency ordinance would automatically expire.)   
Alderperson Klokkenga moved, seconded by Alderperson Eagan, to extend the Declaration of 
Emergency for another 30 days or until the next regular meeting.    
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Issues with Property in the 1800 block of Cherry Road: City Administrator updated City Council on the 
status of the property in the 1800 block of Cherry Road concerning the upkeep of the property.  The grass 
has been mowed since the last City Council meeting.  A neighbor called complaining about dead and 
dying trees. City Administrator Lanier checked out the complaint and determined after discussions with 
City Attorney Morse, there is nothing that Leland Grove can do under the current code.  He has been 
watching the property to ensure the grass is mowed.  
  
Tree Inventory by U of I Master Gardeners: 

Mayor Bangert reported that she and City Administrator Lanier met with the master gardeners who will be 

working on this project.  There is a possibility that the City could receive a grant from Trees Forever which 

would provide support using I-Pads and computer software to perform the inventory on-site.  This process 

would be more efficient and accurate than using paper options.   The master gardeners went to Carrolton 

to observe the current tree inventory in progress by Trees Forever.  Based upon their observations, they 

recommend delaying the start of the inventory until the fall when Trees Forever award grants.   

 
Ronald McDonald House: 

City Council discussed the proposal Alderperson Klokkenga had made to help the Ronald McDonald 

House raise donations for their needs through a drive similar to what the City has done for Toys for Tots.  

Alderperson Klokkenga will get with the charity to see if they might provide a truck and set a date for an 

event. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

Appropriations Ordinance/Budget: 

City Attorney Morse explained how the Appropriation Ordinance is prepared each year.  This 

ordinance serves as the official limit for City spending and must be approved and recorded 

within the first 90 days of each fiscal year which equates to the end of August.  He added 25% 

to each line item from the budget approved for the next fiscal year.   The total amount of the 

Appropriations Ordinance was $2,918,570.32.   One million dollars was added to the budget in 

the event grants are not received for the Chatham Road project.  1.25 million dollars was 

included in the Appropriations Ordinance for this project.   (#448) Alderperson Klokkenga 

moved, seconded by Alderperson Frech, to waive the three readings requirement and to 

approve the Appropriations Ordinance for the Fiscal Year ending May 31, 2022.                    

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Springfield-Leland Grove Intergovernmental Agreement: 

City Council discussed the terms of the agreement for Chatham Road financing through the City 

of Springfield at 2%.  Three things changed from the previous agreement: 

1. The amount was changed to reflect the current project estimate.   

2. The work will be bid under Leland Grove rather than Springfield.   

3. The project timeframe was changed from 2020 to 2021.   

The City of Springfield will provide engineering services including bid awards.  The bids will go 

out under Leland Grove’s name.  The agreement will be on the next City of Springfield City 

Council meeting agenda.  The Department of Commerce and Community affairs advised Leland 

Grove that Leland Grove could proceed with the project in August without jeopardizing the grant 

award.  The agreement gives the City of Springfield authority to prepare bid documents and go 

out for bids. 

Alderperson Frech moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to waive the three 
readings requirement and to approve the Springfield-Leland Grove Intergovernmental 
Agreement for the paving of Chatham Road.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR POLICE PERSONNEL MATTERS: (canceled) 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  

Mayor Bangert moved to adjourn the regular meeting.         Meeting adjourned at 7:24 PM.  

 
The next City Council regular meeting will be held at the Resource Center at 2000 Chatham 
Road on August 24, 2021, at 6 PM. 
  
 
POSTED: ____________ DATE: ___________     TIME: __________ 


