
Regular Meeting Minutes
City of Leland Grove

Tuesday, July 25, 2023

Meeting Call to Order: Mayor Bangert called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.

Roll Call was taken by Clerk Gray with those present (P), excused (E) or absent (A) as
indicated:

● Mary Jo Bangert, Mayor (P)
● Brian Miller, Treasurer (P)
● Aimee Gray, City Clerk (P)
● Steve Klokkenga, Alderperson Ward 1 (P)
● Diana Hetherington, Alderperson Ward 1 (P)
● John Slayton, Alderperson Ward 2 (P)
● Greg Gaz, Alderperson Ward 2 (P)
● Lance Cull, Alderperson Ward 3 (P)
● Todd Lafrenz, Alderperson Ward 3 (P) A quorum was present.

Also present:
● Tyler Lainer, City Administrator
● Rob Cross, City Attorney
● Rex Bangert, Resident
● Kara Mernaugh, Resident

Alderperson Klokkenga moved, seconded by Alderperson Gaz to allow Alderperson
Slayton to participate by phone. Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes Approval: Alderperson Cull moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga to
approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on June 27, 2023. Motion carried
unanimously.

Alderperson Gaz moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull to allow public comments as
next in the meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Comments: Resident Saul Morse was presented a plaque of appreciation for his
years of service to the City of Leland Grove by Mayor Mary Jo Bangert. Mr. Morse was
recognized as the City Treasurer and City Attorney. Former Mayor Rex Bangert also
spoke to Mr. Morse’s service.
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Resident Kara Mernaugh addressed the City Council with a concern from her
neighborhood which occurred on July 11, 2023.

Treasurer’s Report: City Treasurer Miller reported he reviewed the monthly financial
statements and expenses.

● Alderperson Cull moved, seconded by Alderperson Hetherington, to approve
P-07-651, Unpaid Warrants General Fund in the amount of $41,768.56. The
motion carried unanimously.

● Alderperson Gaz moved, seconded by Alderperson Cull , to approve P- 07-652,
Unpaid Warrants MFT, in the amount of $445.78. The motion carried
unanimously.

● Alderperson Gaz moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to approve P-
07-653, Paid Warrants General fund in the amount of $42,542.62. The motion
carried unanimously.

The current financial statement shows $98,542.62 as a total fund balance.

City Administrator’s Report: Administrator Lanier reported, due to the storm on June 30,
2023, the City of Leland Grove hired a crew to help with the overwhelming amount of
limbs and debris. Alderperson Gaz moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga to
waive the bid process due to the emergency status of the need. Motion carried
unanimously.

Administrator Lanier reported it is possible the Federal Emergency Management
Agency will reimburse the City as much as 75% of the costs associated with the storm.

Legal Updates and Actions: Attorney Rob Cross introduced himself to those present.

Mayor’s Comments: Mayor Bangert thanked the City crew who worked to clear the
storm debris. She encouraged Alderpersons to share their ideas on how to keep
residents informed of progress during a disaster such as the one experienced.

Mayor Bangert reiterated the likelihood of qualifying for Federal Emergency
Management Agency assistance up to 75% of expenditures. Additional dollars are
available from the State of Illinois. However, the City of Leland Grove likely does not
qualify.

Drainage report questions will be addressed at the upcoming meeting.

Department Reports:
A. Public Ways and Property: No report.
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B. Human Resources: No report.

C. Health and Sanitation: Alderperson Hetherington reported twelve nominations
were submitted for the Leland Grove Big Tree Registry.

A recent, 2022, inventory of City of Leland Grove trees by Tree City USA
twenty-four City trees on Leland Grove property. Seventeen trees should be
removed. Four trees need to be removed immediately due to the storm.

D. Building Permits and Zoning: Alderperson Klokkenga reported three new building
permits requested within the month.

E. Police Department: Chief Ryan submitted a report in the Council DropBox.

F. Finance and Revenue: Alderperson Slayton reported a goal to purchase a
Certificate of Deposit within the next month as directed by the Council during the
June, 2023 Regular meeting.

G. Communication: Alderperson Gaz reported he is researching methods of mass
communication by email or text services.

Old Business:
The Memorial Tree Program will become a part of the Tree Board.

Mayor Bangert reported Administrator Lanier will purchase a receptacle for the walkway
along Outer Park to address the pet waste issue.

New Business:
Alderperson Lafrenz moved, seconded by Alderperson Hethington to approve the
Intergovernmental Agreement for the Animal Control Service Agreement 2023/24. The
motion carried unanimously.

Adjournment: Alderperson Gaz moved, seconded by Alderperson Klokkenga, to
adjourn the meeting. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at
7:24 p.m.

The next Regular Meeting of the Leland Grove City Council will be held at the
Instructional Resource Center at 2000 Chatham Road on Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at
6:00 p.m. unless otherwise communicated.

Posted: ______________ Date: _______________ Time: ________________
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